SCHOOL OF VISUAL ARTS

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS

Topics in Studio:

Electromechanical Systems in Art

ART 4824/5815.501; MW 2-4:50

Professor Andy Holtin

Office: Art 312; Hours Tues 9-12

holtin@unt.edu; ph. 565-3499

Course Description (as found in the catalog): Developing additional competence in special areas.

Course Content: This course is an exploration of the practice and potential of the inclusion of electromechanical systems in the production of contemporary art. The course will covers the basic theory and technique of mechanical, electrical, and electronic systems as well as the conceptual implications of their inclusion in the work of art.

Course Objectives:

1. Generating familiarity and competence with the necessary processes and techniques.

2.  Instilling the habit of safe use of materials, tools, and equipment.

3. The student will continue to develop a knowledge of historical and contemporary art within the area of specialization of this course.

4. The student will address the location and development of his/her work in critical terms.

Structure:

This course will involve a series of projects designed to develop technical and conceptual skills. The structure of these projects will progress toward autonomy and complexity through the course of the semester.

Some other notes about our process:

• Every step in the life of each assignment is important and valuable: discussion with the instructor, your classmates, and other sources is expected in the course of production. 

•Participation in class discussion, whether reviewing completed work or assigned material, is extremely important. 

•This course requires time; you will be expected to make full use of the class time in active work as well as shop hours outside of class time toward the assignment.

•Materials for this course will largely be purchased individually. Where possible and appropriate, items will be acquired by the department and provided to you at their retail cost (although because the University does not pay sales tax this amounts to a discount on your part). Tools, especially consumable hand tools, will also be purchased individually. 

•You will be expected to have the necessary materials at the start of class. You will not be allowed to use class time to acquire materials for an assignment unless we arrange to do so as a class.

•You will keep a notebook/sketchbook of material covered in the class. You must have this item on hand for every class session.

Additional Assignments: In addition to studio projects, there will be a series of videos, slide presentations, and required readings. Whenever possible, assigned readings or supplemental project materials will be available online. It will be the student’s responsibility to acquire these materials in hardcopy for the class session. Specific guidelines for these assignments will be distributed separately. 


Slide/media presentations will be given during several class sessions. For each session, two students will present the work of an artist whose work is relevant to the course material. Further details will be given as the presentation schedule is determined.


Other written assignments in response to material covered may also be incorporated.

Evaluation and Assessment: 

Artwork will not be graded as products in a vacuum. The grade given for each project will reflect several qualities involved in the course of its production. These include, when appropriate:

•The level of ambition taken to the project 

•A commitment to craftsmanship at the highest level possible

•Use of time--reflected in work ethic, attendance, and punctuality

•Participation in discussions or group activities

Specific grades will be issued as follows:

A (90-100): Outstanding level of production ,ambition, and solutions generated; exceptional commitment to tasks; and significant, active group participation.

B (80-90): Above average production and ambition; notable, if inconsistent, commitment, and uncoerced class participation.

C (70-80): Completion of assignments with the least possible effort and investment, minimum dedication to tasks, and meager class involvement.

D (60-70): Less than acceptable completion of tasks or performance.

F: Failure to accomplish even the minimum expectations of the course.
»I am always willing to discuss grades given, but only after class time.

Attendance: Attendance is a crucial part of this course, as interaction with myself and your classmates will provide information and considerations otherwise unavailable. Also, studio time missed in working toward a project can be very difficult to make up and will affect your participation grade during that unit. Attendance will only be taken at group reading discussion sessions, critiques, and any other official group event scheduled. Because of the reduced number of required dates in this system, the attendance policy will be strictly enforced:

Policy Statement:

Three absences will be allowed during the semester. Further absences, without significant mitigating circumstances (which will require documentation), will each result in the lowering of the cumulative grade by one letter grade. Should this process make passing the course a technical impossibility, you will be dropped from the course. Three failures to arrive on time and prepared for class will be the equivalent of an absence. 

When a class is missed, it is your responsibility to find out what was missed and what is expected of you. If you come to me, I will catch you up as best I can without affecting my responsibilities to the rest of the class. If you get the missed material from classmates, you are accountable for all information, whether they tell you or not.

Late Work: Work that is not submitted on time will devalue one letter grade per class period following the original due date. If an absence occurs due to mitigating circumstances and prevents the completion of work, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor at the next class session to arrange a new due date. Any new due dates set will be subject to the same policy.

The Shop: Certain tools and equipment are on hand to be checked out by the shop. A shop card is required to check out tools, and loss or damage of tools checked to you is your responsibility. Employees of the shop are responsible for the safe use of the tools and equipment therein and may deny use within reason. You are not to request instructional assistance from shop employees as they are not employed to be teaching assistants.

Materials/Projects Storage: Materials for projects currently in progress can be stored on the premises in assigned areas. Finished projects must be removed within a week, and usable material must be stored appropriately. Materials or projects left in the way of the public working space are subject to being thrown away. If you do not abide by these rules and a red DISPOSAL WARNING tag is placed on your item, it will be thrown away in five days. 

Online Resource Access: This syllabus, as well as most other data distributed for the course, will be available to download at: http://www.andyholtin.com/links/resources.html
This page is also accessible from the Links page of my website and includes a number of technical, bibliographic, and artistic references.

American Disabilities Act (Disabilities Accommodation): Please notify the instructor if you have a disability that requires accommodation. You must also register with the UNT Office of Disability Accommodation in the University Union, room 320. The School of Visual Arts Accommodation Policy is available on request in the main office in the Art Building, room 107. Further questions or concerns regarding accommodation can be addressed to the Associate Dean for Academic and Student Affairs, Michael Drought, the SOVA Accommodation Liaison Officer, Art Building room 111.

Course Risk Factor: The risk factor for this course is Category 3: possible health risks and/or injury. Specific safety instruction for every material and tool used in this course will be provided, either by the instructor or the SOVA Shop Supervisor, and must be attended to at all times. At no time should a student use materials or equipment or engage in activities in the course that have not been explained and/or approved by the instructor.

Center for Students Right and Responsibilities: The student is reminded of his or her rights and responsibilities, both academically and personally, as a student at the University of North Texas. For a full elaboration of these issues please see www.unt.edu/csrr. 

SoVA Emergency Procedure: In case of emergency (alarm will sound), please follow the building evacuation plans posted on each floor of your building and proceed to the nearest parking lot. In case of tornado (campus sirens will sound) or other weather related threat, please go to the nearest hallway or room on your floor without exterior windows and remain their until an all clear signal is sounded. Follow the instructions of your teachers and act accordingly.

